[Interpretation of diagnostic data exemplified by tests for identification of Helicobacter pylori in gastric mucosa].
Seven diagnostic tests were employed to detect the infection of gastric mucosa with the H. pylori bacteria, among patients with epigastric pain and dyspeptic complains. The tests' results were compared to the bacteriologic culture. For each test the following criteria were taken into consideration: sensitivity, specificity, positive and negative predictive values. The tests' accuracy was compared with the agreement expected by chance and beyond chance (kappa). For each test the likelihood ratio was calculated for its positive and negative results. The construction of so called diagnostic decision tree was presented, which allows on the evaluation of the diagnostic test and its utility. The best result were obtained from the test, in which the identification of bacteria took place in the histopathologic specimen after its Gram staining. The interpretation of clinical significance of diagnostic data is simplified with the use of likelihood ratio calculated for a positive test result.